Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/576,770 


Applicant(s) 

GAVELLl ET AL. 


Examiner 

llya Y. Treyger 


Art Unit 

3709 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 7-72 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-12 of U. S. Application 10576770, filed 04/21/2006, are presented for 
Examination. 

Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive because subject matter disclosed in 
Claim 10 is not mentioned in the Title (MPEP 606). A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The Specification is objected under MPEP 608.01(f) because brief description of 
the Drawings have not been presented in the current application. 

3. The Specification is objected under 37 CFR 6.01 because it does not include Title of 
invention and cross-reference to related applications. 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the subject matter discovered in claim 
10 and cross section of Fig. 1 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
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must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. The title of the invention is not 
descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims 
are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
ABERCROMBIE (WO 98/30326) in view of Robert Vern Channer 

(GB 2 375959 A). 

Regarding claim L ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet (See WO 
98/30326, p.l In. 2-3, p. 3 In. 15-18) comprises a non-wowen, air permeable fibrous material (See 
p. 6, In. 26-27) which carries an odour-adsorbing material, selected from carbon, a zeolite, 
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titanium dioxide, zinc oxide, aluminum, and mixtures thereof (See p. 6, In. 11-18). 
non-woven fibrous material which carries an odour-adsorbing material, in particular - activated 
carbon (See WO 98/30326 p. 21 In. 1-8 and p. 24 In. 3-8). 

ABERCROMBIE does not expressly disclose the sheet divided into a plurality of tear- 
off pieces by perforations. 

Robert Vern Channer at al. discloses an odour-reducing sheets divided into a plurality 
of tear-off pieces (See GB 2 375959, Abstract, In. 8,9). On Page 4, lines 10-14 Channer further 
discloses a single elongate strip may be provided in a roll with a plurality of sheets 10 separated 
by a row of perforations. 

ABERCROMBIE discloses the claimed invention except for the "sheet divided into a 
plurality of tear-off pieces by perforations". Channer teaches that it is known to divide a 
sheet into a plurality of tear-off pieces by perforations. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify odour-reducing 
sheets claimed by ABERCROMBIE whit a plurality of tear-off pieses as taught by Channer, 
since Channer states in Abstract line 8,9 and page 4, lines 10-14 that such a modification 
would allow the sheet to be torn from the collection. 

2. In the Claim 2, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet (See p.l In. 

2-3, p.3 In. 15-18) wherein the odour-adsorbing material comprises particulate activated carbon 

(Seep. 1 In. 15, p. 6 In. 11-18). 
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3. In the Claim 3, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the odour- 
adsorbing material is present in the sheet in an amount of at least 5% (w/w) of the total weight of 
the sheet (Seep. 10 In. 6-8). 

4. In the Claim 4, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the odour- 
adsorbing material is present in the sheet in an amount of no more than 60% (w/w) of the total 
weight of the sheet (See p. 10 In. 6-8). 

5. In the Claim 5, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the odour- 
adsorbing material comprises a binder arranged to inhibit or substantially avoid shedding of the 
odour-reducing material from the sheet (See Abstract In. 5, p.5 ln.27, p.9 ln.28). 

6. In the Claim 6, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the binder 
is present in the sheet in an amount of at least 5%(w/w) of the total weight of the sheet (See p.9 
ln.22-29). 

7. In the Claim 7, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the sheet 
comprises polyester, polyamide, cellulosic or polyamide fibers, or a mixture thereof (See p.8 
ln.24). 



8. In the Claim 8, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-reducing sheet which is divided 
into a plurality of tear-off pieces by perforations (See Abstract In. 8,9, p.l In. 10-13). 
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9. In the Claim 9, ABERCROMBIE iscloses an odour-reducing sheet which is divided 
into a plurality of tear-off pieces by perforations (See Abstract In. 8,9, p.l In. 10-13). 

10. In the Claim 10, ABERCROMBIE discloses an odour-control kit comprising an odour- 
reducing sheet and a resealable plastics closure (See Abstract ln.9-10, p. 4 In. 23-27). 

11. In the Claim 11, ABERCROMBIE discloses a method of reducing odours using an 
odour-reducing sheet being disposed at a locus in which the unwanted odours are present (See 
p. 10 In. 23-28). 

12. In the Claim 12, ABERCROMBIE discloses a method wherein the odour-reducing 
sheet or portion(s) thereof are used in footwear (See p. 10 In. 23-28). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 5150707 discloses an odour-reducing kit comprising an odour-reducing sheet and 
a resealable plastics closure. US 6790798 discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the sheet 
comprises polyester. US 5977429 discloses an odour-reducing sheet wherein the sheet comprises 
polyamide. US 5539930 discloses a method of reducing odours using an odour-reducing. US 
6602235 discloses an odour-reducing sheet comprises an odour-adsorbing material. US 4826497 
discloses a fibrous adsorbent article. US 6933420 discloses an adsorbent article. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ilya Y. Treyger whose telephone number is 272-0321. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on none. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ilya Y. Treyger 
Examiner 

Art Unit 37tfi l^D^ 
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